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LET TRUSTEES MEET 
By Bernice F. Mendel! 


a, s chairman of the Trustee sec- 
tion of the Arkansas Library 
Association, it is my pleasure to send 
greetings, and to say that we as trus- 
tees feel that we are especially privi- 
leged to be chosen to this office by 
our county judges, and we realize the 
responsibility in library service that 
is ours. 

At the trustee meetings held during 
April and May in each of the six con- 
gressional districts Mrs. Lee Martin, 
member-at-large of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission, served as general 
chairman of program planning. In 
each district the Arkansas Library 
Commission representative there 
filled the office of moderator. Trus- 
tees of each district participated in 
the programs. 

The programs were based on the 
recently published, “HANDBOOK 
FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEES”, by 
Marian Manley Winser, and followed 
the same pattern in each district. 
Trustees reviewed various chapters of 
the book, as TRUSTEES AND 
BUILDING PROBLEMS; TRUS- 
TEES AND PUBLIC RELATIONS; 
TRUSTEES AND ECONOMICS, and 
TRUSTEES AND THE STAFF. The 
discussions that followed were most 
valuable, and the exchange of ideas 
was good for all of us. This was a 
concrete example of the value of con- 
certed effort. 

The meetings were an inspiration 
to all who attended. If only more of 
us could have been there! Of course 
the success of the meetings was due 
to the careful planning of our faithful 
librarians. 

Miss Evelyn Simpson, president of 
the Arkansas Library Association, W. 
P. Florence of Magnolia, president- 
elect of the Trustee section, Mrs. Tom 
W. Burress of Jonesboro, secretary, 
and your chairman attended the 
meetings where possible. 

Some counties now have 100% trus- 
tee membership in the Arkansas Li- 
brary Association. It would be a tre- 





I1Mrs. Hubert Mendel is chairman of the Garland County Board, Hot Springs. 


mendous encouragement to our li- 
brarians if this were true in all 
counties for it is a librarian’s cher- 
ished goal to have 100% trustee 
membership in the State Association. 

Let us as trustees plan now to at- 
tend the annual meeting of the Ar- 
kansas Library Association in Little 
Rock, September 29th to October Ist. 
If you cannot remain for the complete 
conference, it might be convenient for 
you to attend the meetings of the 
Trustee section which will be on Sep- 
tember 30th. In the interest of our 
work this is a must for trustees. 

May I also urge you to attend the 
institute for practicing librarians and 
trustees at Arkansas State Teachers 
College, Conway, August 15-19, that 
is being planned by the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission. 

Library service in Arkansas is com- 
ing into its own. We as trustees have 
a definite responsibility. Let us rea- 
lize our privilege in being a part of 
this great movement and participate 
actively at both local and state levels 
in the forward march. As Thomas 
Carlyle once wrote, “THE FOUND- 
ING OF A LIBRARY IS ONE OF 
THE GREATEST THINGS WE CAN 
DO....IT IS ONE OF THE QUIET- 
EST THINGS; BUT THERE IS 
NOTHING THAT I KNOW OF AT 
BOTTOM MORE IMPORTANT. 
EVERY ONE ABLE TO READ A 
GOOD BOOK BECOMES A WISER 
MAN. HE BECOMES A SIMILAR 
CENTER OF LIGHT AND ORDER, 
AND JUST INSIGHT INTO THE 
THINGS AROUND HIM. A COL- 
LECTION OF GOOD BOOKS CON- 
TAINS ALL OF THE NOBLENESS 
AND WISDOM OF THE WORLD 
BEFORE US ...A COLLECTION 
OF BOOKS IS THE BEST OF ALL 
UNIVERSITIES.” 


My thanks to every trustee for the 
fine work you have done this past 
year. Together we will work harder 
for our most precious possessions, our 
libraries. 
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Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, Chairman, and Mrs. Lee Martin, member at large, Ar- 
kansas Library Commission, discussed the new book, A Handbook for Library 
Trustees, at regional meetings for library trustees in April and May. 





DISTRICT MEETINGS BASE DISCUSSION 
ON NEW HANDBOOK 


By Vivian Martin! 


t the meeting of the Trustees 

Section of Arkansas Library 
Association held in Little Rock in the 
fall of 1954, the Arkansas Library 
Commission Board recommended that 
district meetings of trustees be held 
in April and May, 1955. It was the 
opinion of the group that it would be 
helpful to have a program based on 
the newly published book “A HAND- 
BOOK FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEES” 
edited by Marian Manly Winser. 
Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, chairman of 


1Mrs. Lee Martin is a member of the Arkansas Library Commission Board. 


the Commission Board, appointed me 
to work with Mrs. Hubert Mendel, 
chairman of the Trustee section of 
the Arkansas Library Association, in 
making suggestions for the programs 
to be held in each congressional dis- 
trict and to be arranged for by the 
member of the board from that dis- 
trict. 


Six meetings were held and trus- 
tees from most of the libraries were 
in attendance and in most instances 
each one had either read the book or 
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planned to read it at once. Without 
doubt, there was initiated a move- 
ment that will result in most of the 
trustees reading this book. In re- 
viewing the handbook, Robert D. 
Leigh, acting dean, School of Library 
Service, Columbia University, says: 
“To the admirable list of specific du- 
ties of library trustees in the second 
chapter of this volume, there should 
be added as item one: “Before at- 
tending his first meeting each newly 
elected trustee should read carefully 
and stand for an examination by his 
colleagues on “A HANDBOOK FOR 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES”! No such re- 
quirement as this is contemplated in 
Arkansas, but trustees will be more 
efficient because of reading and dis- 
cussing the book. 


Substituting for B. L. Kirksey of 
Rogers, I had charge of the meeting 
for the Third Congressional District 
held in Fayetteville on April 19th. 

I attended four of the other meet- 
ings and at each one was impressed 
with the fact that our trustees want 


to be better trustees and to give bet- 


ter library service. Particularly, I 
was impressed by the attendance of 
business men, lawyers, county school 
superintendents, and in every meet- 
ing except one, county judges. For 
too long library work has been spon- 
sored largely by civic minded women 
without much help from the men. It 
is a task for both men and women. 


Washington County Library with 
Mrs. Hazel Deal, librarian, was host 
to the meeting in Fayetteville of the 
Third District. Among those present 
at this meeting were two county 
judges and three county school sup- 
erintendents. The meeting was con- 
ducted quite informally with panel 
members leading the discussions, fol- 
lowed by questions and comments 
from the audience. Each trustee from 
all of the meetings went home with 
visions of what his library could do 
and with a feeling that he was better 
acquainted with other trustees and 
their problems. 


HOW GOOD A TRUSTEE ARE YOU? 
By Lallie Sturdivant! 


D»° you really enjoy your library? 
Are you proud of its contribution 
to the community? Do you plug for it 
whenever you can? Do you dip into 
its many books so you can recom- 
mend one to a teen-ager especially 
if you know his tastes and interests? 
Or say to some stay-at-home: “I 
knew you would like this, so I 
checked it out for you”? If you can- 
not answer “yes” to these questions, 
you are missing a lot of fun. 


We are a very small town, but our 
library is a meeting place. Someone 
inquires just before Lent: “What is 
Maundy Thursday? Never heard of 


it”. Down come reference books and 
it proves a fascinating study. 


When Queen Elizabeth makes the 
front pages of the papers with her 
purses of “Maundy money”, phones 
ring and we all feel smug because 
English history becomes real. 


Our garden club sets up a bulletin 
board in the library and on it mem- 
bers post notices of plants or flowers 
for exchange. There is an excellent 
array of garden books in the library, 
and so these books come into use. 


Do you suggest to friends or groups 
how appropriate it is to give a book 


iMrs. L. W. Sturdivant, McCrory, Arkansas, is a member of the Woodruff County 


Library Board. 


in memory of some friend? It is such 
a lasting tribute. 


Did you ever go through your li- 
brary with your librarian and weed 
out books? Books that haven’t cir- 
culated too well lately, books of which 
you have several copies? ‘Try it! 
Stack them and put up a notice say- 
ing “Free—Help yourself!” Someone 
will find an old favorite and carry 
off his treasure with a delighted grin; 
and the library has made a friend. 


Did you ever select a dozen inter- 
ested friends, ask them to buy a new 
book, read it and donate to the li- 
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brary? Try it once! 


Can’t you find time to help with 
incasing all the new books in those 
plastic covers? They give a fresh 
clean look to any book; they add to 
its appearance as icing does to a cake. 


Do you remember the old recipe for 
“rabbit pie”? First, catch your rab- 
bit! So, if you want a good library 
that means everything to your com- 
munity, first find a librarian as fine, 
sympathetic and understanding as 
ours. Then success will be yours. 


And if you are going to be a trustee 
—be a trustee OUT LOUD. 


TRUSTEES MEET AT PARAGOULD 


By Helen Heinemann! 


he Trustee meeting of the First 

Congressional district was held 
in Paragould April 22, with Greene 
County Library as our host. While 
we all regretted the absence of Mrs. 
Almon Faught of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission Board, it is always 
a joy and an inspiration to have Mrs. 
Lee Martin, also of the Commission 
Board, with us; and we appreciated 
the charming way in which she 
“pinch-hit” for Mrs. Faught. 


Instead of reviewing the entire 
program, I am going to attempt the 
almost impossible and single out a 
few of the many highlights of an out- 
standing program in which every 
participant excelled. 


First, the attendance of about fifty 
with a nice percentage of men pres- 
sent. While women’s work in the 
library movement must not be un- 
derestimated, we need the men’s 
viewpoint and advice; and their co- 
operation at Paragould was worthy 
of mention. 


1Miss Heinemann is trustee of the Public Library of Jonesboro and Craighead County. 


And then the talk by Ted Rand, 
owner of the Paragould radio station 
and a guest speaker. Mr. Rand, in 
a spontaneous manner, pointed out 
our public relations and publicity 
problems and gave us excellent ad- 
vice on how to improve our “adver- 
tising”. Especially let us always have 
publicity in mind, telling about what 
we do and what we stand for all the 
time and not just when it is conven- 
ient, or when we want something. 
He pointed out the advantages that 
the various drives have when they 
think in terms of year around publici- 
ty and cited polio as a top example, 
drawing attention to the interest and 
ease with which funds are raised as 
compared to others who wait until 
drive time and then barrage the pub- 
lic with facts and figures. Interest- 
ing, informative news stories are 


always helpful; and Mr. Rand empha- 
sized that timeliness and coordination 
with other groups, such as displays 
of materials on hand, library notes 
in the newspapers or other publica- 
tions to tie in with a picture showing 
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at the local theatre, will aid circula- 
tion. 


Outstanding, too, was the mutual 
interest, the friendliness of all present 
from the get-acquainted social hour 
to the reluctant departure for homes 
many miles away. And the usual 
good organizational work of Miss 
Elizabeth Malone, program co-ordina- 


tor, the hospitality and detailed 
planning of Miss Myrtle Deason and 
her Greene County Library Board, 
augmented by the mayor and the 
county judge, anticipating our every 
wish and comfort. 


All participants left inspired by 
fellowship in the discussion of mutual 
concerns and problems. 


SECOND DISTRICT TRUSTEES IN MEET AT BATESVILLE 
By Elsie McCain! 


he trustees meeting in Second 

district at Batesville was well 
attended, well received and much in- 
terest manifested. Preceding the 
meeting, a coffee hour was held, with 
Mrs. Terry Griffith as chairman of 
the hospitality committee. The flower 
arrangements were lovely and friend- 
liness was in evidence. 


The sections that provoked most 
discussions were library economics 
and adequate library buildings. I be- 
lieve the district meetings of the trus- 
tees have much to offer to the pro- 
gress of the library program. 


A resolution of appreciation was 
sent to Congressman Wilbur Mills 
for his interest and support of the li- 
braries of his districts and the state. 
A motion was made and carried to 
forward the resolution in a letter to 
Representative Mills. A copy of the 
letter follows, together with his reply: 


Searcy, Arkansas 
May 10, 1955 


The Honorable Wilbur D. Mills 
The House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Mills: 


It gives us great pleasure to inform 
you that at a well attended meeting 


of Library Trustees and Librarians 
of the Second Congressional District, 
Batesville, Arkansas, the following 
resolution was unanimously passed: 
“Whereas: Library service in Arkan- 
sas owes much of its continual growth 
to the valuable assistance of Con- 
gressman Wilbur D. Mills, that we 
express to him in writing our deep 
appreciation for what he has done 
for libraries in Arkansas; for his ad- 
vice, interest, encouragement and un- 
derstanding.” 
Very truly yours, 

(Signed by:) 

Mrs. Leslie Sturdivant—McCrory 

Mrs. Neill Reed—Heber Springs 

Inez Bishop—Searcy 


Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 
May 26, 1955 

Miss Inez S. Bishop 

Librarian 

White County Public Library 

Searcy, Arkansas 

Mrs. Leslie Sturdivant 

McCrory, Arkansas 

Mrs. Neill Reed 

Heber Springs, Arkansas 


Ladies: 


It is indeed gratifying to learn of 
the Resolution you advise me in your 


iMrs. W. H. McCain is a member of the Arkansas Library Commission Board. 








letter of May 10 was adopted at a 
meeting of the Library Trustees and 
Librarians of the Second Congres- 
sional District at Batesville recently. 


Your thoughtfulness will serve to 
stimulate to an even greater extent 
my interest in libraries in Arkansas. 
Please be assured it is my desire to 
cooperate fully in any programs that 
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will improve these facilities in our 
State. 


Again thanking you, and with 
kindest personal regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


Wilbur D. Mills 
WDM/mb 


CONWAY PLAYS HOST TO TRUSTEES 


By Bessie Moore? 


t the Third Congressional 

District trustees meeting at 
Conway, we had enthusiastic trustees. 
Not only did we have the trustees 
and librarians, but other interested 
citizens such as Judge Moore of Yell 
county and Miss Constance Mitchell, 
former librarian at Arkansas State 
Teachers College. It was evident that 
every person present had read the 
new library trustees’ manual, and our 
discussion was effectively based on 
its contents. The trustees of Faulk- 
ner-Van Buren Regional Library 
served as the host group and arranged 
a delightful luncheon. There we had 
time for informal discussion and 
really got acquainted with each other. 
An especially interesting discussion 


1Mrs. Merlin M. Moore is chairman of the Arkansas Library Commission. 


was held on methods employed in 
passage of the library tax in Van 
Buren and Faulkner counties. W. D. 
Ketcherside, Conway, gave a blow by 
blow description of the activities prior 
to election day. I think that these li- 
brary trustees meetings should be an 
annual affair. 


I also attended the meeting in the 
Second Congressional District at 
Batesville, where Mrs. W. H. McCain, 
member of the Arkansas Library 
Commission, was moderator. This, 
too, was an interesting and informa- 
tive session. Persons present were 
enthusiastic supporters of the library 
program; and there, too, the discus- 
sion based on the Library Trustees’ 
Handbook was excellent. 
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FOURTH DISTRICT TRUSTEES MEET AT CAMDEN 
By Pearl Williamson! 


he trustees of the Fourth Con- 

gressional District met in Cam- 
den in the Memorial room of the 
Public Library of Camden and 
Ouachita County, April 14. 


Miss Frances Nix, librarian, Dale 
Sessoms, chairman of trustees and 
other members of the staff and board 
were splendid hosts in their new 
building of which they are justly 
proud. A representative group of 
wide-awake interested library trus- 
tees and friends of the library were 
present. A coffee hour preceded the 
meeting. 


W. P. Florence, member of the 
board of the Columbia-Lafayette Re- 
gional Library and vice-chairman of 
the Trustee section of the Arkansas 
Library Association, presided over 
the day’s program. 


Miss Pearl Williamson, DeQueen, 
Commission member from the fourth 
district, was moderator of the panel 


discussion based on the new hand- 
book for library trustees. Panel par- 
ticipants were Mrs. O. B. Clark, trus- 
tee, Union County Library; Gunter 
England, Southwest Regional Li- 
brary; Tommy Watts, Ouachita 
County Library; Curtis Easley, Co- 
lumbia-LaFayette Regional Library; 
Mrs. Lee Martin, member-at-large, 
Arkansas Library Commission; and 
Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secretary 
and librarian, Arkansas Library Com- 
mission. 


Luncheon for the group was at the 
Hotel Camden. A tour of the new 
library concluded the day’s program. 
Everyone went home feeling that the 
day was well spent. The exchange 
of ideas was excellent. Several trus- 
tees offered suggestions as to ways 
they might help the situation back 
home. 


Copies of the handbook were avail- 
able for sale. Several copies were 
sold at this meeting. 


SIXTH DISTRICT TRUSTEES MEET AT SHERIDAN 
By Mildred Merritt! 


he attractive reading room of the 

Grant County Library at Sheri- 
dan was the meeting place of the 
Spring regional meeting for library 
trustees and friends of the library in 
the Sixth Congressional District. 


Mrs. Clarice Johnson, librarian, 
her assistants and members of the 
county and city library boards, by 
their gracious welcome, made the 
guests feel that such a group working 


together would surely have its effect 
on library service in the district. 


The meeting was more than “a 
meeting” in the usual sense—with its 
notes and stiff papers being read by 
the speakers. There was warmth, 
sincerity and enthusiasm in each 
panel member’s discussion of library 
trusteeship. An informal and _ in- 
formative skit, based on the role of 
the trustee in public relations, was 


1Miss Williamson is a member of the Arkansas Library Commission. 


1Mrs. Jim Merritt is a member of the Arkansas Library Commission Board. 





given by Mrs. W. N. Trulock, Jr., and 
Mrs. J. W. Clements of the Jefferson 
County Library Board. The skit was 
an added inspiration to us to carry 
our “library story” to our communi- 
ties through personal contact with 
the people. 


The theme of the program was de- 
veloped by each member of the panel 
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in such a way that by heeding all this 
good advice even the young-in-service 
trustee could be better qualified to 
serve in that capacity. 


I believe that trustees in all parts 
of our state will be encouraged to- 
ward a fuller participation in the 
state library program as a result 
of these meetings. 


REPORT OF MRS. MERLIN M. MOORE 


Chairman of the Arkansas Library Commission 


feel that Arkansas library trus- 

tees would be interested in the 
activities of the chairman of the 
board of the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission. I should like then to report 
briefly some of my activities in be- 
half of Arkansas libraries this spring. 
First of all, it was my pleasant privi- 
lege to appear on May 27 before the 
Subcommittee of the House Educa- 
tion Committee in Washington on 
behalf of the Library Services Bill. 
The Chairman of this committee is 
the Honorable Phil Landrum, Demo- 
crat, of Georgia. Among those who 
testified in behalf of the Library Ser- 
vices Bill were L. Quincy Mumford, 
Librarian of Congress and president 
of the American Library Association; 
John S. Richards, president-elect of 
the American Library Association, 
and librarian of Seattle; M. M. Harris, 
editor of the San Antonio Press; 
Harry Schacter, president of the 
Banner Whitehill Furniture Corpora- 
tion, and originator of the Kentucky 
Bookmobile Project. Heads of organ- 
izations ranging from the National 
Grange to the American Association 
of University Women, spoke in favor 
of the bill, as well as several congress- 
men and other interested citizens. 
Congressman Brooks Hays made a 
strong appeal for the bill. When he 
presented me to the committee, I 
stated as clearly as I could the need 
for financial assistance for libraries 





in rural areas of Arkansas and else- 
where. I pointed out to the subcom- 
mittee that we now have twenty-five 
counties without county-wide library 
service, and that it would take a gen- 
eration to open these up if we expect 
to use our limited state funds for 
this purpose. 


I also did two radio broadcasts 
dealing with the problems of Arkan- 
sas libraries. These broadcasts were 
presented by Little Rock radio and 
television stations. Twice I have 
been a guest of Congressman Brooks 
Hays in his weekly radio report to 
the people; both times we talked 
about Arkansas libraries. It was 
really an honor to appear on Con- 
gressman Hays’ program, since he has 
a considerable listening audience. 


Recently it was also my pleasure 
to appear on Mr. Hays’ KATV tele- 
vision program, a spot which comes 
right after the 10:00 o’clock news and 
which ordinarily has a wide viewing 
audience. 


I have explained the Library Ser- 
vices Bill to the Governmental Af- 
fairs Committee of the Little Rock 
Chamber of Commerce, of which I am 
amember. It was voted unanimously 
by this group to endorse this legisla- 
tion and to give support wherever 
possible. 


As a member of the board of the 
Trustees section of the American Li- 
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brary Association, I have had con- 
siderable correspondence on problems 
at the national level. 

I visited Miss Julia Bennett in the 
A. L. A. Washington office and spent 
two days with her in talking with 
members of Congress regarding the 
Library Services Bill. I called on 
each member of the Arkansas delega- 
tion and was assured of support for 
this bill from each member. Two of 
our congressmen had previously vot- 
ed against the measure when it failed 
of adoption by three votes at the last 
Congress. I am pleased to report that 
Senator Fulbright added his name to 
the sponsorship of the bill. I also 
joined Miss Bennett in conversing 
with some other members of Con- 
gress from other states. Among these 
were Representative Sam Coon, Re- 
publican, Oregon, who is on the Sub- 
committee which conducted the pub- 
lic hearings on the Library Services 
Bill; James Roosevelt of California; 
Graham Barden of North Carolina, 
and others who were on the Educa- 
tion Committee. Miss Bennett felt 
that it would be worthwhile for a 
trustee to talk with these gentlemen 
in advance of the hearings. I have 
never had more interesting days than 
those spent in Washington in early 
January. 

In March I attended the annual 
meeting of the Oklahoma Association, 
where I spoke before the Trustees 
section and also at the banquet ses- 
sion. There an unusual experience 
was my appearance with Mrs. Lura 
Currier, director of the Mississippi 
libraries, on a color television pro- 
gram. Oklahoma City has the oldest 
color television station in America. 
Color broadcasting occurs only one 
hour a day. Mrs. Currier and I had 
thirty-five minutes of this broadcast. 
It was an interesting thing for me 
to notice that two cameras were 
turned on us at all times, each valued 
at $90,000. We were instructed on 
what color clothes to wear (I wore an 
orchid suit with pink hat and blouse). 
The television audience in Oklahoma 
is estimated at twenty-five to thirty 





ll 





thousand people. I am convinced that 
whatever helps libraries in one place 
helps them also in another. 


One of the articles which I have 
been requested to prepare for publi- 
cation is scheduled to appear in the 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST LIBRARY 
JOURNAL in the July issue, and an- 
other will appear in OKLAHOMA 
LIBRARIES in an early issue. 


The Library Binding Institute met 
in Memphis this spring. Each year 
they invite a trustee to appear on 
their program, and this year I was 
invited. Several Arkansas librarians 
and trustees were in Memphis for the 
meeting. 

Trustees of local libraries in Ar- 
kansas sometimes come by my place 
of business, when they are in Little 
Rock, to discuss local library prob- 
lems. 


I have participated in other con- 
ferences, too, such as the one with 
the committee planning the state 
convention next fall and with the 
Planning committee of the Arkansas 
Library Association; and I have made 
talks before two city groups in Little 
Rock explaining the library program 
for Arkansas. As one can see, the 
job of being chairman of the Arkan- 
sas Library Commission is time con- 
suming; but it is also very heart- 
warming to be able to contribute time 
and effort to a worthy cause. In fact 
my work with libraries and librarians 
throughout the country has been the 
most stimulating experience I have 
ever had. 


This as you know was a legislative 
year; and because of the fact that I 
live in Little Rock and am chairman 
of the Commission, I had a part in 
working and planning with the legis- 
lature. I made trips to see members 
of the legislature. When our legisla- 
tors are interested in Arkansas librar- 
ies, I am sure it is because you at 
home have told the members of the 
general assembly about our libraries 
and the work they are doing and the 
needs they meet. Keep up the good 
work! 
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HISTORY OF CARROLL COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE 
By Coy Logan! 


€ [Luring summer school at the Uni- 

versity of Arkansas in 1943, Mrs. 
Merlin Moore was a reading consult- 
ant for a group. Mrs. Moore let it 
be known that she was a member 
of the Arkansas Library Commission. 
It so happened that I overheard Mrs. 
Moore talking to some people that 
live in the area around Harrison. 
She said there was to be a meeting 
in Harrison the following Monday. 
The purpose of this meeting was to 
organize a regional library in Harri- 
son. I asked more about the plan. 
The original plan included Boone, 
Newton, Marion and Searcy counties. 
I asked if there was any possible 
chance for Carroll County to get this 
service. Mrs. Moore stated that she 
had some doubt about Searcy County 
sending a representative to the meet- 
ing the following Monday. I went to 
my instructors and asked to be ex- 
cused from classes the following 
Monday. I made plans to attend the 
meeting at Harrison. 


I thought this was an opportunity 
for Carroll Couniy. I invited some 
Berryville people to go with me. No 
one seemed to be interested. I went 
to the meeting. Carroll County was 
accepted in the plan. The regional 
library was organized. 


It seemed that the library building 
in Harrison at that time at the back 
of Seville Hotel was our most desira- 
ble location. The women in charge 
of this building were very coopera- 
tive. They seemed to get a vision of 
what the new plan would mean to 
Harrison and the four-county area. 


Mrs. Hazel Deal, our first librarian, 
was just the right person for this job. 
She went about talking library to 


everyone. She went to the schools. 
She talked to the teachers about this 
service. Later she convinced her 
trustees that a bookmobile for the li- 
brary was necessary. All the schools 
were asked to help some on this. 
Somehow through Mrs. Deal’s pa- 
tience and continued efforts, we paid 
for the “book wagon”. Senator Roy 
Milum, who was a library trustee, 
was also an automobile dealer. He 
gave us a handsome reduction on the 
vehicle because he was really inter- 
ested in seeing the library service 
grow. 


Time came for Quorum Court in 
November. This first year Carroll 
County must give $150.00 in order to 
be a part of the regional library. Peo- 
ple were asked to go before the 
Quorum Court. Some of the women 
in Berryville said: “There isn’t any 
use to try it; we have tried it before.” 
In the past the Quorum Court mem- 
bers did not seem to be interested in 
library service. Most of them were 
elderly men from the country that 
had no interest in having a library 
located in the town. 


I learned that in the past they had 
tried to get a plan that would provide 
for Berryville only. We appealed to 
some of the influential court mem- 
bers on the basis of serving the entire 
county. We told them we would cir- 
culate the books to all the schools. 
Mrs. Deal made up a number of small 
deposits of 15 books to a box. At that 
time Carroll County had 74 school 
districts. This was quite a task. It 
seemed to work. When the plan was 
explained to some of the Quorum 
Court members they seemed to be 
interested. The appropriation com- 
mittee included $150.00 in the budget 


iMr. Logan is a member of the North Arkansas Regional Library with headquarters 


at Harrison. 
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recommendation. Not one vote was 
cast against it. Up to this time there 
has not been any opposition from any 
Quorum Court member. The second 
year we asked for $450.00. Now the 
amount is $1,400.00. In addition to 
this the county judge is helping with 
the operation of the two branches in 
Berryville and Green Forest. 


The first Berryville branch was lo- 
cated on the third floor of the court- 
house. This was the location of the 
remains of an old W. P. A. library 
that still existed. This library was 
getting a few books each quarter 
from the Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion. This location in the court-house 


13 


was used until 1950, when the county 
judge working with the city built a 
new library and public rest rooms on 
the south side of the court-house. 


Green Forest also had a library at 
the time the regional service began 
operating. Their location was in the 
American Legion Building. Now it is 
in the City Hall. Both Berryville and 
Green Forest began operating as 
branches of the regional library. It 
was said, for some time after this ser- 
vice began operating, that Green 
Forest had a larger circulation even 
though Berryville is a town with a 
population double that of Green 
Forest. 


THE LIBRARY IN THE COMMUNITY IN ARKANSAS 
By Frances Neal! 


iss Ruth Warncke, Director, 

American Heritage Project, 
American Library Association, visited 
in Arkansas June 2-4. Miss Warncke 
will become director September 1 of 
the American Library Association’s 
new program in adult education, the 
Library-Community Project made 
possible by the Ford Foundation. 


Miss Warncke conferred with staff 
and trustees of the Arkansas Library 
Commission and of the Public Li- 
brary of Camden and Ouachita Coun- 
ty to gather information to be used 
in judging Arkansas in its competi- 
tion with 17 other states for a 
Library--Community Project grant of 
$5,000 to $6,000 per year for the next 
two years from American Library As- 
sociation to be used to help librarians 
develop services to lead adults in edu- 
cating themselves. Only four of 
the 18 states applying will receive 
grants of money. Miss Warncke said 
that losers would also be winners as 


consultant service will be available to 
states not receiving grants of money. 


Miss Warncke was invited by the 
Arkansas Library Commission at the 
Midwinter meeting of the American 
Library Association in Chicago Feb- 
ruary, 1955, to come to Arkansas for 
a meeting with Arkansas’ planning 
committee for an institute on adult 
education to be held at Arkansas 
State Teachers College, Conway, Au- 
gust 15-19. The committee composed 
of a librarian from each congressional 
district in the state and members of 
the planning committee of the Ar- 
kansas Library Association met with 
Miss Warncke at the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission, Friday, June 3. 
Librarians on the committee were 
Miss Florene Jordan, Magnolia; Mrs. 
D. G. Griffiths, Augusta; Miss Eliza- 
beth Malone, Jonesboro; Miss Elsie 
Weisenberger, North Little Rock; 
Miss Evelyn Simpson, Hot Springs; 
Mrs. Hazel Deal, Fayetteville. Mem- 


‘Mrs. Karl Neal is executive secretary and librarian, Arkansas Library Commission. 





bers of planning committee of Ar- 
kansas Library Association are Mrs. 
Karl Neal; Miss Gladys Sachse, Con- 
way; Mrs. Ella Daugherty, Benton; 
Marvin Miller, University of Arkan- 
sas. Dick Allen, librarian, Arkansas 
State Teachers College, Conway; Mrs. 
Merlin M. Moore, Mrs. Lee Martin, 
Mrs. Jim Merritt, trustees, Arkansas 
Library Commission, Mrs. Anne Jack- 
son, Mrs. Margaret Yost, Miss Freddy 
Schader of the staff, Miss Frances 
Nix, Camden, were also at the plan- 
ning committee meeting. 


The institute, The Library in the 
Community, is planned for practicing 
librarians in the county, regional and 
public libraries of Arkansas and their 
trustees. Accommodations for the 
institute will be limited to 75 people. 


Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secre- 
tary, Arkansas Library Commission, 
will serve as director of the institute. 
Miss Warncke will be consultant. 
Miss Florene Jordan, Mrs. D. G. Grif- 
fiths, and Miss Gladys Sachse, com- 
pose the program committee. This is 
to be a “Do it yourself” institute and 
all librarians and trustees attending 
will be participants. A survey of 
community needs and resources, bet- 
ter public relations, publicity through 
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newspapers, television and radio, a 


program planners institute, book 
talks, forums, panels and exhibits of 
adult education materials will be in- 
cluded in the week’s programs. 


Miss Warncke attended a meeting 
of the boards of the Public Library 
of Camden and Ouachita County, 
Thursday evening, June 2. Following 
the meeting the group was the guest 
of Mayor Walter Laney at dinner at 
Hotel Camden. In addition to Miss 
Warncke and Mayor Laney those 
present were Miss Pearl Williamson, 
trustee, Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion, Mrs. Karl Neal, Miss Lucille 
Slater, El Dorado, Dale Sessoms; Mr. 
and Mrs. T. E. Watts, Dr. Henry 
Hearnsberger, Garland Hurt, Mrs. 
Joseph Coan and Mrs. C. S. Early, 
trustees of Public Library of Camden 
and Ouachita County. 


On Saturday morning June 4, the 
staff of the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission had a coke party in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Karl Neal to honor 
Miss Warncke. The staff was assist- 
ed by Mrs. Lewis Urton, Miss Gladys 
Sachse and Miss Ayleen Ragland, 
former staff members. Seventy-five 
guests called during the morning. 
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hen Benjamin Franklin per- 

suaded the members of the 
Junto to assemble their books for 
common use, he went on to say that, 
“by thus clubbing our books to a com- 
mon library, we should, while we 
liked to keep them together, have 
each of us the advantage of using the 
books of all the other members which 
would be nearly as beneficial as if 
each owned the whole.” This reason 
for a library applies equally well to- 
day as the reason for the White Coun- 
ty Library. Like Benjamin Franklin’s 
first library our first collection was 
too small, but by joining forces, with 
other town libraries, whose collec- 
tions were even smaller, we were 
able to offer more in the way of ac- 
cessibility than the individual town 
collection. 


As the funds have increased, the 
collection has grown. First we had a 
county wide unit, made _ possible 
through the aid of the state, where 





1Mrs. Bishop is librarian, White County Library, Searcy. 


EXTENSION OF LIBRARY SERVICE IN WHITE COUNTY 
By Inez S. Bishop! 





any citizen of the county by coming 
to the headquarters could borrow 
books. Second, a panel truck was 
purchased with shelves opening from 
the outside, this truck being used 
first to carry boxes of books to the 
schools. Later, it was used as a book- 
mobile, letting people pick their 
books from the shelves. This truck 
then traveled to deposit stations as 
well as the schools. Third, from some 
of these deposit stations small branch 
libraries developed. The town where 
the branch library was located se- 
cured their own custodian. Pang- 
burn, Beebe, Searcy, Bald Knob and 
Judsonia were all in operation when 
the storm of 1952 destroyed the Bald 
Knob and Judsonia libraries leaving 
only three branches. 


1954 saw the passage of the County 
Wide Library Tax in White County. 
1955 brought improvements and ex- 
tensions in service to the county as 
a whole. The control of the branch 


libraries was assumed by the County 
Board. Librarians were selected by 
community library boards and ap- 
proved by the county board. Salaries 
were paid by county board and regu- 
lar schedules set for number of hours 
and days to be worked. In-service 
training was given by the County 
Librarian. Pangburn and Beebe 
branches have been remodeled and 
equipment improved. Searcy, which 
also houses the headquarters library, 
has had many improvements includ- 
ing florescent lighting and an outside 
paint job. Additional shelving has 
been added to care for the increased 
number of books. 


On May 17, the Judsonia Library, 
a branch of the White County Li- 
brary had their formal opening in an 
attractive new building. Their build- 
ing has just been completed and was 
constructed in connection with the 
City Hall. It is a one story building 
opening on Main Street. It has a tile 
floor and green venetian blinds, new 
shelving, and other library equip- 
ment. Open house was from 10:30 
a.m. to 4:30 pm. Arrangements of 
garden flowers gave an atmosphere 
of beauty. The local community 
Board dispensed hospitality through- 
out the day. The county librarian, 
the chairman of the county library 
board, W. E. Orr, and other county 
board members assisted with the 
plans. Mr. Orr’s mother, a long time 
resident of Judsonia was among the 
local guests. Other guests included 
Mrs. Karl Neal, librarian, and Mrs. 
Marie Pinckney, business manager, 
Arkansas Library Commission, Mrs. 
Paralee Glass, librarian, Harding 
College, Searcy, Miss Ellen Key, li- 
brarian, Searcy High School. Jud- 
sonia Community Board members 
are: Mrs. Etta Brock, Mrs. Herman 
Hembree, E. W. Orr, Carl Stephens. 


The Joe Collison Memorial Library, 
a branch of the White County J.i- 
brary was formerly opened to the 
public, at Bald Knob, Monday, June 
13th. It is housed in a new brick 
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building on the main highway 
through downtown Bald Knob. This 
building was built by Mrs. Donna 
Collison and her son, the late Joe 
Collison, shortly before his death. 
The Collison family have made the 
building available for the housing of 
a library for Bald Knob. The Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Club 
assisted by Mrs. Ernest Forbes and 
Mrs. Joe Collison equipped and fur- 
nished the building with adjustable 
wall shelving, reading tables, desks, 
and lounge chairs. A most inviting 
browsing and reading room with the 
walls of soft green and the tile floor 
of gray and green. The venetian 
blinds cover both front and back 
window and door openings. Beauti- 
ful floor baskets, the gifts of Mrs. 
Joe Collison and daughters, Donna 
Jo and Sarah Ben; the flower shop 
of Augusta; the Smith Floral shov 
of Searcy and the Grace Neal Flower 
shop of Searcy were effectively 
placed in the library. Lovely garden 
flower arrangements added much to 
the beauty of the interior. Gift books 
were presented to the library during 
the day. The County Library fur- 
nished basic book collection and will 
exchange books from time to time. 


The Business and Professional 
Women’s Club, sponsors of the 
branch, arranged a table centered 
with a large bouquet of spring flow- 
ers and a lovely crystal punch bowl, 
from which Donna Jo and Sarah Ben 
Collison served punch and cookies to 
the guests. Due to illness, Mrs. Don- 
na Collison, President of the local 
Community Library Board, was un- 
able to be present. Board members 
present were: Mrs. Ernest Forbes, 
C. D. Van Patten and Mrs. Joe Colli- 
son. 


Guests included three members of 
the White County Library Board, 
Mrs. Hubert Smith, Searcy, Mrs. Ed 
Williams, Bald Knob, and Mrs. John 
Fuller, Searcy; Mayor Hugh Miller, 
Bald Knob; William Collison, Bald 
Knob; The Honorable Huber Moody 
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and Mrs. Moody; Mrs. Karl Neal, li- 
brarian; Mrs. Anne Jackson, high 
school consultant; Miss Freddy 
Schader, elementary school super- 
visor; Mrs. Marie Pinckney, business 
manager, Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion. With them was Miss Etelvina 
Lima, Secretary, Public Library Belo 
Horizonte, Minas Gerais, Brazil, who 
has been in the United States since 
February studying American public 
libraries. 


Stationed outside the Bald Knob 
Library and receiving as many guests 
as the library was the latest addition 
to the extension work of the White 
County Library, The New Bookmo- 
bile. It is White County Traveling 
Branch Library. It will accommo- 
date 1,600 books. It is completely 
insulated and dust sealed. The doors 
on one side, each equipped with 
hinged steps which fold into a step- 
well. The shelving is both stationary 
and adjustable, covered with rubber 
matting and finished with chrome 
molding. Special type shelves are 





available for over sized books. The 
loan desk is built in, with a charge 
out desk installed in the rear. It is 
lighted with four 110 watt ceiling 
lights and heated by a South Wind 


heater. The Bookmobile will be 
placed on regular schedules and will 
cover the entire county where ser- 
vice is wanted. The White County 
Board are: W. E. Orr, Judsonia, Mrs. 
Prince Wood, Pangburn, Mrs. John 
Fuller, Searcy, Mrs. Ed Williams, 
Bald Knob, Mrs. J. Parrish Robbins, 
Beebe and Mrs. Hubert Smith, 
Searcy. 


In 1953 a branch of the White 
County Library was opened in the 
White County Training School for 
the Negro citizens. Mrs. Earline 
Brown is librarian at this branch dur- 
ing the summer. Community board 
members are Mrs. Frances Reynolds, 
Mrs. F. N. Rivers of Bald Knob, Rev. 
E. D. Lunnie of Beebe, Mrs. Samuel 
Williams, Kensett, and Mrs. A. L. 
Berry, Searcy. 


NEW CROSSETT PUBLIC LIBRARY SHARES IN 
DEDICATION OF NEW MUNICIPAL BUILDING 


By Ethel Hodge! 


Ca beautiful new public li- 
brary, a part of the new $200,000 
Municipal building, was formally 
opened and dedicated by Governor 
Orval Faubus at 2 o’clock on Satur- 
day afternoon, May 14th. 


The day had been declared a holi- 
day by Mayor Vaskell Carter. 

In the morning there was a parade 
of colorful floats and the city’s mod- 
ern fire engines led by the combined 
bands of the high schools and the T. 
W. Daniels school. 


1Mrs. Hodge is librarian, Crossett Public Library. 


At noon a luncheon was served at 
the Rose Inn for about 200 out of 
town visitors and invited guests. 
Many were librarians from neigh- 
boring libraries and a group from the 
Arkansas Library Commission headed 
by Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secre- 
tary and librarian. Hampton Eth- 
eridge, Jr., president of the Crossett 
Chamber of Commerce, was master 
of ceremonies and introduced Mayor 
Carter and P. F. Watzek, president 
of the Crossett Company. Mr. Wat- 
zek made an interesting talk about 


the growth of Crossett from its be- 
ginning about 50 years ago. 


At 2 o’clock the dedication cere- 
mony took place in front of the new 
Municipal building, followed by in- 
vocation given by Rev. John B. Hef- 
ley, pastor of the First Methodist 
Church. 


Favors at the luncheon meeting 
and later at the library’s open house 
were copies of a booklet “Origin and 
History of the Crossett Public Li- 
brary”. The booklet was printed 
through the courtesy of the library 
board, of which Paul Sullins, attorney 
and secretary of the Crossett Com- 
pany, is chairman. 


Miss Carrie Calhoun, Mrs. Earl 
Rice, Mrs. Clyde Howard and J. C. 
Hair, the other members of the li- 
brary board, with Mr. Sullins, Mrs. 
Ethel Hodge, the librarian, and her 
assistant, Mrs. A. D. Holland, were 
on hand to greet the guests, answer 
questions and explain the rules and 
regulations of the library. 


The library was started in 1937 by 
L. J. Arnold, then general manager 
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of the Crossett Company, and Mrs. 
W. W. Hines who enlisted a group to 
collect books from the townspeople 
and procured a room and librarian. 


The first library board was organ- 
ized in 1938 and ten years later the 
members, led by Mrs. P. F. Watzek, 
circulated petitions and secured suf- 
ficient signatures to place before the 
voters the question of the one-mill 
library tax, which was voted on at 
the next general election and later 
adopted. 


There are now 6,000 books ready 
for circulation and the building has 
a capacity for fifteen to eighteen 
thousand volumes, which will be 
added according to the demand. Last 
year’s circulation was 32,587 volumes. 
The reading area of the library is 
divided into four sections: the adult 
reading room; the conference room, 
which is also for reference and read- 
ing; the children’s reading area; and 
the section for Negro readers. 


This beautiful building was made 
possible largely by interested citizens 
who have given much time and effort 
in order to make it a success. 


EXCHANGE PROGRAM IN ARKANSAS 
By Frances Neal! 


iss Etelvina Lima, secretary, 

Public Library of Minas 
Gerais, Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, 
Brazil, arrived in Little Rock, June 
12, to observe public libraries in Ar- 
kansas for two days. She studied the 
work of the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission and conferred with profes- 
sional staff members about the oper- 
ation of each department. On Monday 
afternoon she accompanied a group 
from the Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion to Bald Knob for the opening of 
the new library there. 


1iMrs. Karl Neal is executive secretary and librarian, Arkansas Library Commission. 


Tuesday morning she visited the 
‘Little Rock Public Library and the 
" Pulaski County Library. In the after- 
noon she went to the North Little 
Rock Public Library where she and 
Miss Weisenberger discussed build- 
ing problems. Miss Lima had a 
picture of the new modernistic library 
planned for her state. Also on Tues- 
day Miss Lima attended the first 
meeting of the planning committee 
for the Arkansas Book Fair to be held 
in Little Rock October 23, 24, 25 and 
26. 
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Miss Lima left Wednesday morning 
for Baton Rouge, where she will be 
the guest of Louisiana State Library 
several days. The rest of her itiner- 
ary includes a short visit in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, and Buffalo before she rejoins 
her group for the annual meeting of 
the American Library Association in 
Philadelphia, July 4-9. From there 
she returns to her home in Brazil. 


Miss Lima is one of twelve librar- 
ians from public libraries in eleven 
foreign countries who came to the 
United States early in February to 
spend seven months studying the 
public library in the United States. 
They are able to participate in this 
program because of funds made avail- 
able to the International Educational 
Exchange Service of the Department 





of State by Congressional appropria- 
tion for such exchange activities. The 
group spent one week in Washington, 
D. C., three weeks attending a semi- 
nar emphasizing American public li- 
brary services given by the School of 
Library Science of Simmons College, 


Boston. After a visit to New York 
Miss Lima went to Oklahoma City 
Public Library where she spent a 
three month’s internship under the 
supervision of Mr. Clarence Paine, 
librarian. 


In Brazil Miss Lima has been an 
instructor in library science at the 
National Institute of Books for the 
past five years. Prior to that time 
she was a student of library science 
at the University of Sao Paulo where 
she had a scholarship from the 
Rockefeller Foundation. 


BOOKS FOR YOU 


McKnight, O. E. and Johnson, Boyd 
W. THE ARKANSAS STORY. Har- 
low Publishing Corporation, Okla- 
homa City, $3.50. 


This book fills a long recognized 
need for a textbook suitable for use 
in teaching state history in the sec- 
ondary schools and colleges of Ar- 
kansas. Although written for use 
as a text, it will prove helpful to 
anyone desiring to become better in- 
formed on matters pertaining to the 
state. 


THE ARKANSAS STORY is com- 
prehensive, accurate, and the content 
is well organized. The style is factual, 
yet written in a way that is readable 
and interesting. The information is 
interspersed with human _ interest 
stories which picture the actual con- 
ditions of Arkansas in the past and 
present. The chapters on geography 


and geology of the state; inhabitants 
before the white men came to Ar- 
kansas; and on exploration by Euro- 
peans, furnish a background for the 





study of the social, political, educa- 
tional and economic development of 
the state. 


It is impossible to include in one 
volume every fact in the history of a 
state. The authors do not pretend 
to do this. Those people interested 
in the study of Arkansas will find 
this publication to be a well written 
basic text to follow as a guide. 


Mr. McKnight, until his death in 
January, was on the faculty at Hen- 
derson State Teachers College, Arka- 
delphia, where he had given many 
years of invaluable service to the 
educators of the state. He had done 
extensive study of the resources of 
Arkansas and was the author of “THE 
HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF ARKANSAS” and other books on 
this subject. 


Mr. Johnson is superintendent of 
Schools at Green Forest. 


It was the hope of the authors that 
this book would give Arkansas a new 








insight and a deeper appreciation of 
the resources, institutions, and people 
of the state; that the people may rec- 
ognize existing limitations in this 
“Land of Opportunity;” and that the 
citizens of the state would become 
aware of the importance of their re- 
sponsibility to think and plan wisely 
for future state and community de- 
velopment. —Reviewed by Mrs. 
ANNE 8S. JACKSON. 


Turner, Marguerite. Petit Jean, a 
Girl, a Mountain, a Community. Art- 
work by Mort E. Smith. Published 
by Arkansas Foundation of Fine Art. 
$2.00. 


This story of a gallant French girl 
and the great mountain named for 
her which lies in the heart of the Ar- 
kansas River Valley Province, intro- 
duces a series to be known as THE 
STORY OF A STATE. These works 
are sponsored by the Arkansas Foun- 
dation of Fine Art. Succeeding vol- 
umes will deal with various sections 
of the State of Arkansas, and will be 
written and illustrated by persons in 
the state whose works are, in the 
opinion of the Foundation, worthy of 
publication. 


Arkansas Foundation of Fine Art 
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was founded for the purpose of aiding 
mankind in its endless search for 
those things which are true and 
beautiful and lasting. The supreme 
duty and privilege of the Foundation 
is to enable those who are endowed 
with exceptional talent to secure the 
instruction and training necessary to 
develop that talent to its highest de- 
gree of perfection. 


The peculiar genius of a race is dis- 
closed through a study of its fine 
arts ... Arkansas Foundation of Fine 
Art, in an effort to establish an art 
centre in Arkansas which will em- 
brace all men regardless of age, race 
or color, dedicates itself to the en- 
couragement of every human expres- 
sion of divine consciousness; any 
creative achievement portraying 
imagination or translating emotion. 
Although it is concerned principally 
with the major arts, allied subjects 
will also be a matter of concern to 
the Foundation. 


Pure scientific research, carried on 
for its own sake, falls well within 
the scope of the Foundation’s inter- 
ests. The duo-function of the Foun- 
dation consists of a comprehensive 
program of development and promo- 
tion. 


ARKANSAS BOOK FAIR 1955 


The first state wide Arkansas Book 
Fair held in Little Rock in October, 
1954, was so successful that plans 
were started immediately for another 
fair. The 750 books, Arkansas’ share 
of the 1,500 books, are still being sent 
around the state as a Traveling Book 
Fair. To date, the books have been 
shown in twenty towns with public, 
school, and college libraries sponsor- 
ing the fairs. 

The second Arkansas Book Fair 
will be sponsored again by the four 
libraries located in greater Little 
Rock—The Arkansas Library Com- 





mission, the Little Rock Public Li- 
brary, the North Little Rock Public 
Library, and the Pulaski County Li- 
brary. The 1,500 books will be fur- 
nished by the Children’s Book Coun- 
cil of New York City. Again the 
fair will be held in the Auditorium 
of the Educational Building of the 
Temple B’Nai Israel, October 23-26. 
Three programs will be scheduled 
each day. In addition to the main 
author-artist speakers, there will be 
a skit, book quiz, or play presented 
by school groups at each daytime 
program. Each night folk lore music 
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will open the programs. Adults as 
well as children are invited. 


Printed lists of books on display 
giving title, author, publisher, price, 
and age level will be given to those 
who attend the Book Fair. These 
may be marked for future reference 
as people examine the books. Allsopp 
and Chapple, the Baptist Book Store, 
or Pfeifers, local book stores, will 
have available for purchase books on 
the booklist. 


In addition to the books there will 
be special displays including original 
illustrations of children’s books. 
School children from local schools as 
well as from many towns over the 
state will be scheduled to attend the 
programs. 

Miss Freddy Schader, Elementary 
School Library Consultant, Arkansas 
Library Commission will serve as 
general chairman of the Book Fair. 


NEWS 


Thirty-two Arkansas librarians and 
trustees will go by chartered bus to 
the annual meeting of the American 
Library Association which begins in 
Philadelphia July 4. 


In the party will be five members 
of the executive board of Arkansas 
Library Association: Miss Evelyn 
Simpson, president; Mrs. Robert 
Keathley, vice-president; Miss Lucille 
Slater, treasurer; Mrs. Karl Neal, A. 
L. A. councilor; Miss Florene Jordan, 
past president. Others in the group 
are: Miss Pearl Williamson, trustee; 
Mrs. Marie Pinckney, business man- 
ager, Arkansas Library Commission, 
and the following: Mrs. Jessie Bu- 
ford, Miss Corrie Lynne Bunch, Mrs. 
Ella Daugherty, Miss Minnie D. Gay, 
Mrs. Georgiana Greeson, Miss Wilma 
Ingram, Mrs. Anne Jackson, Mrs. 
Clarice Johnson, Miss Clorene Low- 
ery, Mrs. Mamie Lyons, Miss Eliza- 
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She has announced the following 


committee chairmen: Program—Ida 
Mae Hagin, Children’s librarian, Lit- 
tle Rock Public Library; Publicity— 
Mrs. Margaret Ann Miller, Circula- 
tion desk assistant, Little Rock Public 
Library; Printing — Elsie Weisen- 
berger, librarian, North Little Rock 
Public Library; Scheduling of School 
Children—Mrs. Margaret Yost, ref- 
erence librarian, Arkansas Library 
Commission; Decorations — Lucille 
Slater, librarian, Union County Li- 
brary; Information and hostesses— 
Mrs. Margaret Burkhead, executive 
Secretary, Little Rock Public Li- 
brary; Poster Contest—Mrs. Anne 
Jackson, Consultant for high school 
and public libraries, Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission; Special exhibits— 
Mary Sue Shepherd, Pulaski County 
Library; Book Arrangements—Mrs. 
Karl Neal, librarian, Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission. 


NOTES 


beth Malone, Mrs. Hazel Prichard, 
Mrs. Robbie Rowlett, Miss Freddy 
Schader, Miss Attie Lee Turner, Mrs. 
Arch Turner, Miss Nina Turner, Miss 
Elsie Weisenberger, Miss Ruth Will- 
cox, Miss Sallie Lou Wilson, Mrs. 
Jewel Wolf, Miss Frances Nix, Miss 
Frances Flanders, Miss Carrie Drew, 
Monroe, Louisiana, Miss Willie Mae 
Seab, Columbia, Louisiana, Miss 
Frances Goodall, Gatesville, Texas, 
join the group in Little Rock. Mrs. 
Merlin M. Moore will join the tourists 
in Philadelphia, July 6. 


Mrs. Anne S. Jackson, Consultant 
for the high school and public librar- 
ies, Arkansas Library Commission, 
and Miss Elsie Weisenberger, librar- 
ian, North Little Rock Public Library, 
will attend the Audio-Visual Institute 
at Warwick Hotel, Philadelphia, July 
2-3. This institute is sponsored by 
the Audio-Visual board, the Audio- 





Visual Round Table and the Office 
of Adult Education of the American 
Library Association. Mrs. Mary Pea- 
cock Douglas, Dr. Alice P. Sterner, 
Miss Ida Goshkin are among the 
specialists in Audio-Visual materials 
for library use who will participate 
in this institute. 


Mrs. Hazel Deal, librarian, Wash- 
ington County Library, reports that 
the Fayetteville Public Library has 
been rearranged for more effective 
library service. An alcove for young 
people has been added. New light- 
ing has been installed. Mrs. Deal 
said that her first ideas for rearrang- 
ing the library were the result of the 
first bus tour to visit libraries in the 
state, May 1, 1953. Her final decision 
to undertake the modernizing of the 
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library followed the 1955 Spring tour. 


Mrs. Lee Martin. member at large, 
and Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secre- 
tary, Arkansas Library Commission 
attended a luncheon meeting of the 
Union County Library Board in 
El Dorado, May 24. Mrs. Jesse Mc- 
Kinnon, new chairman of the board, 
presided at the meeting. Mrs. Martin 
gave a review of the new book for 
library trustees, HANDBOOK FOR 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES. Mrs. O. B. 
Clark, Strong, member of the board 
discussed the qualifications needed 
by a library trustee. Others who at- 
tended the meeting were J. E. Berry, 
Jimmie Sinnott, Hober T. Rogers, 
trustees, Miss Lucille Slater, librar- 
ian, Union County, and County Judge 
Frank Hudson. 
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WE SOLICIT YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 


Just clip and mail the coupon below: 
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Miss Lucille Slater, Treasurer 
Arkansas Library Association 
Union County Library 

Union County Court House 
El Dorado, Arkansas 


Dear Miss Slater: 


Individual - - $2.00 J 
Institutional - 3.00 [J 
Life - - - 25.00 7 


(Please check one) 


Enclosed find payment for membership 


in the Arkansas Library Association, 1955. 


Name Library position 


‘Address Date 
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